
Newsletter 38: A Little Noted Account of Corruption at WHO  

 

 

 

Dear Readers, 

For this installment of my geopolitical newsletter I want to share with you an analysis I made 

some 9 years ago amid the worldwide Swine Flu  scare. For those of you who may not 

remember, then the World Health Organization declared existence of a Phase 6 Pandemic 

Emergency  regarding the spread of H1N1 Influenza. That was the popularly termed Swine 

Flu  that had allegedly been discovered in a small rural village in Mexico. Investigation 

revealed an incredible web of collusion and corruption between select university experts, 

the WHO and key pharma companies. In the event it turned out to be one of the mildest 

years in recent memory for any variety of flu and the episode was quickly forgotten by 

media. I share this with you as the case is for certain not unique. For those interested in the 

project that created industrial agribusiness beginning in the USA in the 1950’s I recommend 

my book, Seeds of Destruction: The Hidden Agenda of Genetic Manipulation. It documents in 

detail how GMO and agribusiness both originated with grants from the same foundation, 

Rockefeller Foundation. 

### 

Please also consider making a support contribution at my website, 

www.williamengdahl.com, at the top of the page with the Support button. The rate at which 

the powerful social media giants such as Twitter or Facebook or Google or Amazon are 

censoring free speech today using faceless automatic algorithms under the rubric of fake 

news,  makes it more important than ever to encourage alternative, honest public 

viewpoints on critical issues. 

 

 

Thank you again for your interest, 

Warm regards, 

F. William Engdahl 

Frankfurt, Germany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Seeds-Destruction-Hidden-Genetic-Manipulation/dp/0973714727/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1469371082&sr=8-1&keywords=genetic+manipulation
http://www.williamengdahl.com/


 

 

Customer Reviews of Seeds of Destruction: The Hidden Agenda of 

Genetic Manipulation: 
 

 

"Most Important Book of this New Century" -- David Chu  

 

"Get ready to have your eyes opened, big-time." -- Laura 

 

"Could not put it down till I read it through." -- Blue Rabbit 

 

"Everyone Should Read This Book" -- DeannaF 

 

"WARNING: If you are timid and faint of heart, do not read "SEEDS of DESTRUCTION" by F. 

William Engdahl. Instead, go back to sleep, and take comfort in being lied to by American 

corporations and U.S. governmental agencies. After all, ignorance is bliss. Otherwise, 

"SEEDS of DESTRUCTION" is a MUST-READ book" -- Justin Time 

 

 

 

 

You can find this great and informative book on amazon.com: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Seeds-Destruction-Hidden-Genetic-Manipulation/dp/0973714727/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1469371082&sr=8-1&keywords=genetic+manipulation
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Flying Pigs, Tamiflu and Factory Farms 

By F. William Engdahl, April 29, 2009 
 

If we are to believe what our trusted international media report, the world is on the brink of 

a global pandemic outbreak of a new deadly strain of flu, H1N1 as it has been labelled, or 

more popularly, Swine Flu. As the story goes, the outbreak of the deadly flu was first 

discovered in Mexico. According to press reports, after several days, headlines reported as 

many as perhaps 150 deaths in Mexico were believed caused by this virulent people-killing 

pig virus that has spread to humans and now is allegedly being further spread from human 

to human. Cases were being reported hourly from Canada to Spain and beyond. The only 

thing wrong with this story is that it is largely based on lies, hype and coverup of possible 

real causes of Mexican deaths.  

One website, revealingly named Swine Flu Vaccine, reports the alarming news, ‘One out of 
every five residents of Mexico’s most populous city wore masks to protect themselves against 
the virus as Mexico City seems to be the epicenter of the outbreak. As many as 103 deaths 
have been attributed to the swine flu so far with many more feared to be on the horizon. The 
health department of Mexico said an additional 1,614 reported cases have been documented.’ 
We are told that the H1N1 ‘shares genetic material from human, avian and swine influenza 
viruses.’1 

Airports around the world have installed passenger temperature scans to identify anyone with 
above normal body temperature as possible suspect for swine flu. Travel to Mexico has 
collapsed. Sales of flu drugs, above all Tamiflu from Roche Inc., have exploded in days. 
People have stopped buying pork fearing certain death. The World Health Organization has 
declared ‘a public health emergency of international concern,’ defined by them as ‘an 
occurrence or imminent threat of illness or health conditions caused by bioterrorism, epidemic 
or pandemic disease, or highly fatal infectious agents or toxins that pose serious risk to a 
significant number of people.’2 

What are the symptoms of this purported Swine Flu? That’s not at all clear according to 
virologists and public health experts. They say Swine Flu symptoms are relatively general and 
nonspecific. ‘So many different things can cause these symptoms. It is a dilemma,’ says one 
doctor interviewed by CNN. ‘There is not a perfect test right now to let a doctor know that a 
person has the Swine Flu.’ It has been noted that most individuals with Swine Flu had an 
early onset of fever. Also it was common to see dizziness, body aches and vomiting in 
addition to the common sneezing, headache and other cold symptoms. These are symptoms so 
general as to say nothing.  

The US Government’s Center for Disease Control (CDC) in Atlanta states on its official 
website, ‘Swine Influenza (swine flu) is a respiratory disease of pigs caused by type A 
influenza viruses that causes regular outbreaks in pigs. People do not normally get swine flu, 
but human infections can and do happen. Swine flu viruses have been reported to spread from 
person-to-person, but in the past, this transmission was limited and not sustained beyond three 
people.’ Nonetheless they add, ‘CDC has determined that this swine influenza A (H1N1) 
virus is contagious and is spreading from human to human. However, at this time, it is not 
known how easily the virus spreads between people.’3 

Some known facts  



According to Biosurveillance, itself part of Veratect, a US Pentagon and Government-linked 
epidemic reporting center, on April 6, 2009 local health officials declared a health alert due to 
a respiratory disease outbreak in La Gloria, Perote Municipality, Veracruz State, Mexico.   

They reported, ‘Sources characterized the event as a ‘strange’ outbreak of acute respiratory 
infection, which led to bronchial pneumonia in some pediatric cases. According to a local 
resident, symptoms included fever, severe cough, and large amounts of phlegm. Health 
officials recorded 400 cases that sought medical treatment in the last week in La Gloria, 
which has a population of 3,000; officials indicated that 60% of the town’s population 
(approximately 1,800 cases) has been affected…’ What they later say is ‘strange’ is not the 
form of the illness but the time of year as most  flu cases occur in Mexico in the period 
October to February. 

The report went on to note, ‘Residents claimed that three pediatric cases, all under two years 
of age, died from the outbreak. However, health officials stated that there was no direct link 
between the pediatric deaths and the outbreak; they stated the three fatal cases were “isolated” 
and “not related” to each other.’  

Then, most revealingly, they reported, ‘Residents believed the outbreak had been caused by 
contamination from pig breeding farms located in the area. They believed that the farms, 
operated by Granjas Carroll, polluted the atmosphere and local water bodies, which in turn led 
to the disease outbreak. According to residents, the company denied responsibility for the 
outbreak and attributed the cases to “flu.” However, a municipal health official stated that 
preliminary investigations indicated that the disease vector was a type of fly that reproduces 
in pig waste and that the outbreak was linked to the pig farms.’4 

Since the dawn of American ‘agribusiness,’ a project initiated with funding by the Rockefeller 
Foundation in the 1950s to turn farming into a pure profit maximization business, US pig or 
hog production has been transformed into a highly efficient, mass production industrialized 
enterprise from birth to slaughter. Pigs are caged in what are called Factory Farms, industrial 
concentrations which are run with the efficiency of a concentration camp. They are all 
conceived by artificial insemination and once born, are regularly injected with antibiotics, in 
order to make them grow and add weight faster. Turn-around time to slaughter is a profit 
factor of highest priority. The entire operation is vertically integrated from conception to 
slaughter to transport distribution to supermarket.  

Granjas Carroll de Mexico (GCM) happens to be such a Factory Farm concentration facility 
for hogs. In 2008 they produced almost one million factory hogs, 950,000 according to their 
own statistics. GCM is a joint venture operation owned 50% by the world’s largest pig 
producing industrial company, Smithfield Foods of Virginia.5.   

Manure Lagoon playing fields 

The Times of London interviewed the mother of 4-year-old Edgar Hernandez of La Gloria in 
Veracruz, the location of the giant Smithfield Foods hog production facility. Their local 
reporter notes, ‘Edgar Hernández plays among the dogs and goats that roam through the 
streets, seemingly unaware that the swine flu he contracted a few weeks ago — the first 
known case — has almost brought his country to a standstill and put the rest of the world on 
alert. ‘I feel great,’ the five-year-old boy said. ‘But I had a headache and a sore throat and a 
fever for a while. I had to lay down in bed.’’  



The reporters add, ‘It was confirmed on Monday (April 27 2009-w.e.) that Edgar was the first 
known sufferer of swine flu, a revelation that has put La Gloria and its surrounding factory 
pig farms and ‘manure lagoons’ at the centre of a global race to find how this new and deadly 
strain of swine flu emerged.’ 6  

They speak of ‘La Gloria and its surrounding factory pig farms and ‘manure lagoons.’ 
Presumably the manure lagoons around the LaGloria factory pig farm of Smithfield Foods are 
the waste dumping place for the feces and urine waste from at least 950,000 pigs a year that 
pass through the facility. The Smithfield’s Mexico joint venture, Norson, states that alone 
they slaughter 2,300 pigs daily.. It gives an idea of the volumes of pig waste involved in the 
concentration facility at La Gloria. 

Significantly, according to the Times reporters, ‘residents of La Gloria have been complaining 
since March that the odor from Granjas Carroll’s pig waste was causing severe respiratory 
infections. They held a demonstration this month at which they carried signs of pigs crossed 
with an X and marked with the word peligro (danger).’7 The state legislature of Veracruz has 
demanded that Smithfield’s Granjas Carroll release documents about its waste-handling 
practices. Smithfield Foods reportedly declined to comment on the request, saying that it 
would ‘not respond to rumours.’8 

A research compilation by Ed Harris reported, ‘According to residents, the company denied 
responsibility for the outbreak and attributed the cases to ‘flu.’ However, a municipal health 
official stated that preliminary investigations indicated that the disease vector was a type of 
fly that reproduces in pig waste and that the outbreak was linked to the pig farms.’9  

The Vera Cruz-based newspaper La Marcha blames Smithfield’s Granjos Carroll for the 
outbreak, highlighting inadequate treatment of massive quantities of animal waste from hog 
production.10 

. The company, which supplies the McDonald’s and Subway fast-food chains, was fined 
$12.3 million in the United States 1997 for violating the Clean Water Act.  

Factory Farms as toxic concentrations  

At the very least the driving force for giant industrial agribusiness outsourcing of facilities to 
third world sites such as Veracruz, Mexico has more to do with further cost reduction and 
lack of health and safety scrutiny than it does with improving the health and safety quality of 
the food end product. It has been widely documented and subject of US Congressional reports 
that large-scale indoor animal production facilities such as that of Granjos Carroll are 
notorious breeding grounds for toxic pathogens. 

A recent report by the US Pew Foundation in cooperation with the Johns Hopkins School of 
Public Health notes, ‘the method of producing food animals in the United States has changed 
from the extensive system of small and medium-sized farms owned by a single family to a 
system of large, intensive operations where the animals are housed in large numbers in 
enclosed structures that resemble industrial buildings more than they do a traditional barn. 
That change has happened primarily out of view of consumers but has come at a cost to the 
environment and a negative impact on public health, rural communities, and the health and 
well-being of the animals themselves.’ 11 



The Pew study notes, ‘The diversified, independent, family-owned farms of 40 years ago that 
produced a variety of crops and a few animals are disappearing as an economic entity, 
replaced by much larger, and often highly leveraged, farm factories. The animals that many of 
these farms produce are owned by the meat packing companies from the time they are born or 
hatched right through their arrival at the processing plant and from there to market.’ 12   

The study emphasizes that application of ‘untreated animal waste on cropland can contribute 
to excessive nutrient loading, contaminate surface waters, and stimulate bacteria and algal 
growth and subsequent reductions in dissolved oxygen concentrations in surface waters.’13 

That is where the real investigation ought to begin, with the health and sanitary dangers of the 
industrial factory pig farms like the one at Perote in Veracruz.  

F. William Engdahl is author of Seeds of Destruction: The Hidden Agenda of Genetic 

Manipulation (Global Research)  
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Flying Pigs, Tamiflu and Factory Farms-- Part II: 

By F. William Engdahl, May 04, 2009 
 

The global panic over outbreak of a new human-to-human Swine Flu pandemic is 

increasingly revealed as a likely operation in mass psychological terror whose only 

beneficiaries are the few global pharmaceutical giants that are in the business of peddling 

so-called ‘antiviral’ drugs—Roche, GlaxoSmithKline and Novavax most prominently.  

 The releases of the WHO in Geneva and the US Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta, the 
central coordinating agencies in this production, are worth careful study. On April 30 the 
CDC issued a detailed report, Swine-Origin Influenza A (H1N1) Virus Infections in a School 

— New York City. The report described in detail a school in New York City where, ‘As of 
April 28, approximately half (45) of all U.S. cases of S-OIV infection had been confirmed 
among students and staff members.’ The CDC called these cases all ‘genetically similar to 
viruses subsequently isolated from patients in Mexico.’1 We are not told in scientific terms 
what ‘genetically similar to’ means.  

At that point, the CDC claimed 109 victims of confirmed Swine Flu in the United States. 
Forty five of the 109 came from this New York School. The TV news channels were flooded 
with panic messages of the uncontrolled spread of Swine Flu.  

On April 29, the next day, the WHO Director-General, Dr Margaret Chan, upgraded their 
Swine Flu Pandemic alert status from a Phase 4 event to Phase 5, a step below full global 
Pandemic Alert.  

According to WHO, Phase 5 indicates that there is evidence of the virus being spread from 
human-to-human in at least two countries in one WHO region. Phase 6, the pandemic phase, 
is characterised by increased and sustained transmission in the general population. In her 
announcement of the upgrade, Dr Chan made an unfortunate panic-making added comment 
that was predictably grabbed onto by CNN and the world media: ‘After all it really is all of 
humanity that is under threat during a pandemic.’2  

The 45 New York City school children the CDC reported were ‘confirmed cases of swine-
origin influenza A (H1N1) virus (S-OIV) infection,’ ninety-five percent of whom reported to 
the health authorities symptoms that included ‘fever plus cough and/or sore throat, meeting 
the CDC definition for influenza-like illness (ILI).’  

Cough? Sore throat? Fever? Aren’t these pretty vague ordinary symptoms? Not for CDC 
apparently. The 45 kids were immediately added to the growing ‘confirmed cases’ statistics, 
fueling emergency responses, statements by the President of the United States, economic 
catastrophe to the fragile Mexican economy as tourism dried up overnight, and worldwide 
fears of a new Black Death or at least a new version of the 1918 Spanish Flu plague. 



The CDC hastened to add, ‘symptoms in these patients appear to be similar to those of 
seasonal influenza.’ For those bothering to read through three detailed pages of the CDC New 
York report, they found near the end that, ‘on April 27, 37 patients (84%) reported that their 
symptoms were stable or improving, three (7%) reported worsening symptoms (two of whom 
later reported improvement), and four (9%) reported complete resolution of symptoms. Only 
one reported having been hospitalized for syncope and released after overnight observation.’ 
The CDC adds, ‘To date, this school-based outbreak is the largest cluster of S-OIV cases 
reported in the United States.’ 4 

In addition to the 109 ‘confirmed cases’ reported in the United States, including one death of 
a Mexican boy in Texas, the CDC reported as of April 29, ‘a total of 57 confirmed cases had 
been reported, including seven deaths (in Mexico). By country, the following numbers of 
cases had been reported: Mexico (26); Canada (13); United Kingdom (five); Spain (four); 
Germany and New Zealand (three each); Israel (two); and Austria (one).’5 Is this another case 
of ‘Chicken Little’ crying the sky is falling? 

Pig feces and other  

Pigs are world champion waste producers.. As GRAIN, an agricultural organization reports, 
‘the rise of large-scale factory farms in North America has created the perfect breeding 
grounds for the emergence and spread of new highly-virulent strains of influenza.’7  

As the GRAIN study notes, because concentrated animal feeding operations tend to 
concentrate large numbers of animals close together, they are ideal breeding grounds for 
toxins and virulent pathogens. In 2003 Science magazine warned that swine flu was ‘on a new 
evolutionary ‘fast track’ due to the increasing size of factory farms and the widespread use of 
vaccines in these operations.’8 It’s the same story with bird flu, where huge industrial CAFO 
Factory Farms with tens of thousands of chickens breed toxic waste galore.  

Smithfield Foods, the world’s biggest hog butcher and CAFO owner has an impressive track 
record of violations of health and safety including water safety laws. In the USA, the world’s 
largest pig CAFO is in Tar Heel, North Carolina. According to local reports the town could 
easily be renamed Pig Waste, N.C. given the scale of fecal waste and combined matter 
Smithfield Foods’ Tar Heel CAFO emits locally.  

Jeff Tietz, in an analysis of the pig waste problem calculated, ‘the best estimates put 
Smithfield’s total waste discharge at 26 million tons a year. That would fill four Yankee 
Stadiums. Even when divided among the many small pig production units that surround the 
company’s slaughterhouses, that is not a containable amount.’9  

The problem, he and other critics of CAFO pollutants stress, is not just normal pig waste, but 
waste combined with staggering volumes of antibiotics and toxic chemicals used by 
Smithfield Foods and similar industrial CAFO operations to maximize ‘efficiency.’  

Tietz notes, ‘The reason it is so toxic is Smithfield’s efficiency. The company produces 6 
billion pounds of packaged pork each year. That’s a remarkable achievement, a prolificacy 
unimagined only two decades ago, and the only way to do it is to raise pigs in astonishing, 
unprecedented concentrations.’11 



In facilities now spread around the world, Smithfield’s pigs live by the hundreds or thousands 
in warehouse-like barns, in rows of wall-to-wall pens. Sows are artificially inseminated and 
fed and delivered of their piglets in cages so small they cannot turn around.  

As Tietz notes, ‘Forty fully grown 250-pound male hogs often occupy a pen the size of a tiny 
apartment. They trample each other to death. There is no sunlight, straw, fresh air or earth. 
…They become susceptible to infection, and in such dense quarters microbes or parasites or 
fungi, once established in one pig, will rush sprite-like through the whole population. 
Accordingly, factory pigs are infused with a huge range of antibiotics and vaccines, and are 
doused with insecticides. Without these compounds — oxytetracycline, draxxin, ceftiofur, 
tiamulin — diseases would likely kill them. Thus factory-farm pigs remain in a state of dying 
until they’re slaughtered.’ 13 

The United States Government Environmental Protection Agency, EPA, has repeatedly fined 
Smithfield Foods for damage to local water supply with discharge of its pig waste from its 
CAFOs at Tar Heel and elsewhere across the USA. There was little convincing evidence the 
fines changed their practice of waste disposal in any significant way. 

Smithfield Foods has spread its hog CAFOs to other countries where environmental 
regulations are presumably less strict, including Romania, Poland, and of course, rural 
Mexico.  

The Drug Cartel comes in 

Rather than order a full-scale independent investigation into the pathogen-generation in the 
toxic waste of Smithfield Foods’ Veracruz CAFO pig operations or other similar pig CAFOs 
around the world for production of deadly toxics and various possible pathogens, the CDC 
and the WHO seem to be more concerned with creating a climate for mass distribution of, 
influenza drugs such as Tamiflu.  

On April 14, almost two weeks before the panic over Mexico’s cases of Swine Flu or as CDC 
now prefers, Influenza A H1N1, the US pharmaceutical company, Novavax announced a pre-
clinical study allegedly showing, ‘an investigational H1N1 virus-like particle (VLP) vaccine 
… The genetically-manipulated vaccine of Novavax, the company claimed, ‘protected Mice 
and Ferrets Against the Spanish Flu and Highly Pathogenic H5N1 Bird Flu,’ and also 
‘provided protection against highly pathogenic H1N1 and H5N1 Influenza strains.’16  

On April 24, the WHO issued a press release stating that ‘The Swine Influenza A/H1N1 
viruses characterized in this outbreak have not been previously detected in pigs or humans. 
The viruses so far characterized have been sensitive to oseltamivir…’ Osteltamivir is the 
technical name for Tamiflu, the drug licensed to Roche Inc. The US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) decided, ‘to authorize the use of unapproved or uncleared medical 
products or unapproved or uncleared uses of approved or cleared medical products following 
a determination and declaration of emergency.’17  

That suggests that the US Government has or is about to release experimental drugs on a 
panicked population such as the VLP-based Influenza vaccine of Novavax, as well as the vast 
stockpiles of Tamiflu and influenza drugs sold by giants like GlaxoSmithKline’s Relenza 
(zanamivir).  



With the evidence to date of the scale of the ‘confirmed’ cases of Swine Flu H1N1 variety 
worldwide, 985 cases of influenza A (H1N1) or Swine Flu infection, there is hardly grounds 
to subject the human population to drugs whose side effects have included death or severe 
complications and typically flu-like symptoms and, as in the case of Tamiflu, never even 
claim to ‘prevent or cure’ the influenza.  

With the reported cases in Mexico clearly dropping off at present, and little sign of the feared 
repeat of the 1918 Spanish Flu or worse as officials were warning only days earlier, it is well 
beyond time to launch a full-scale worldwide health inquiry into the toxic conditions of 
CAFO pig and other animal Factory Farm concentrations, and to end the official coverup of 
what has become a colossal health danger.     
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WHO ‘Swine Flu Pope’ under investigation for gross conflict of interest 

 By F. William Engdahl, 8 December 2009 

 
The man with the nickname “Dr Flu”, Professor Albert Osterhaus, of the Erasmus 

University in Rotterdam Holland has been named by Dutch media researchers as the 

person at the center of the worldwide Swine Flu H1N1 Influenza A 2009 pandemic 

hysteria. Not only is Osterhaus the connecting person in an international network that has 

been described as the Pharma Mafia, he is THE key advisor to WHO on influenza and is 

intimately positioned to personally profit from the billions of euros in vaccines allegedly 

aimed at H1N1.    

 Earlier this year the Second Chamber of the Netherlands Parliament undertook an 
investigation into alleged conflicts of interest and financial improprieties of the well-known 
Dr. Osterhaus. Outside of Holland and the Dutch media, the only note of the sensational 
investigation into Osterhaus’ business affairs came in a tiny note in the respected British 
magazine, Science.  

Osterhaus's credentials and expertise in his field were not in question. What was in question, 
according to a short report published by the journal Science, were his links to corporate 
interests that stand to potentially profit from a WHO swine flu pandemic declaration. Science 
carried the following brief note in its October 16 2009 issue about Osterhaus:  

" For the past 6 months, one could barely switch on the television in the Netherlands without 

seeing the face of famed virus hunter Albert Osterhaus talking about the swine flu pandemic. 

Or so it has seemed. Osterhaus, who runs an internationally renowned virus lab at Erasmus 

Medical Center, has been Mr. Flu. But last week, his reputation took a nosedive after it was 

alleged that he has been stoking pandemic fears to promote his own business interests in 

vaccine development. Last week, his reputation took a nosedive after it was alleged that he 

has been stoking pandemic fears to promote his own business interests in vaccine 
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development. As Science went to press, the Dutch House of Representatives had even slated 

an emergency debate about the matter."1  

On November 3, 2009 it appeared that Osterhaus emerged with at least the damage somewhat 
under control. An updated Science blog noted, “The House of Representatives of the 
Netherlands today rejected a motion asking the government to sever all ties with virologist 
Albert Osterhaus of Erasmus Medical Center in Rotterdam, who had been accused of conflicts 
of interest in his role as a government adviser. But Dutch health minister Ab Klink, 
meanwhile, announced a "Sunshine Act" compelling scientists to disclose their financial ties 
to companies.”2  

The Minister, Ab Klink, reportedly a personal friend of Osterhaus3, subsequently issued a 
statement on the ministry’s website, claiming that Osterhaus was but one of many scientific 
advisers to the ministry on vaccines for H1N1, and that the Ministry “knew” about the 
financial interests of Osterhaus.4 Nothing out of the ordinary, merely pursuit of science and 
public health, so it seemed. 

More careful investigation into the Osterhaus Affair suggests that the world-renowned Dutch 
Virologist may be at the very center of a multi-billion Euro pandemic fraud which has used 
human beings in effect as human guinea pigs with untested vaccines and in cases now 
emerging, resulting in deaths or severe bodily paralysis or injury.  

The ‘Bird Flu’ Hoax  

Albert Osterhaus stands at the global nexus of every major virus panic of the past decade from 
the mysterious SARS deaths in HongKong, where current WHO Director Margaret Chan got 
her start in her career as a local health official. According to his official bio at the European 
Commission, Osterhaus was engaged in April 2003, at the height of the panic over SARS 
(Severe Acquired Respiratory Syndrome) in investigation of the Hong Kong outbreak of 
respiratory illnesses. The EU report states, “he again showed his skill at moving fast to tackle 
a serious problem. Within three weeks he had proved that the disease was caused by a newly 
discovered coronavirus that resides in civet cats, other carnivorous animals or bats.”5 

Then Osterhaus moved on as SARS cases vanished from view, this time publicizing dangers 
of what he claimed was H5N1 Avian Flu. In 1997 he had already begun sounding the alarm 
following the death in Hong Kong of a three-year-old who Osterhaus learned had had direct 
contact with birds. Osterhaus went into high gear lobbying across Holland and Europe 
claiming that a deadly new mutation of avian flu had jumped to humans and that drastic 
measures were required. He claimed to be the first scientist in the world to show that H5N1 
could be transferred into humans.6 

In a BBC interview in October 2005 on the danger of Avian Flu, Osterhaus declared, “…if the 
virus manages indeed to, to mutate itself in such a way that it can transmit from human to 
human, then we have a completely different situation, we might be at the start of the 
pandemic.” He added, “there is a real chance that this virus could be trafficked by the birds all 
the way to Europe. There is a real risk, but nobody can estimate the risk at this moment, 
because we haven't done the experiments.”7 It never did manage to mutate, but he was ready 
to “do the experiments,” presumably for a hefty fee.  

To bolster his frightening pandemic scenario, Osterhaus and his lab assistants in Rotterdam 
began assiduously assembling and freezing samples of, well, bird shit, in an attempt to build a 
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more scientific argument. He claimed that at certain times of the year up to 30% of all 
European birds acted as carriers of the deadly avian virus, H5N1. He also claimed that 
farmers working with hens and chickens were then exposed. Osterhaus briefed journalists 
who dutifully noted his alarm. Politicians were alerted.  

He wrote papers proposing that the far away deaths in Asia from what he termed H5N1 were 
coming to Europe, presumably on the wings or in the innards of deadly sick infected birds. He 
claimed that migratory birds were carrying the deadly new disease as far west as Rügen and 
Ukraine.8 He conveniently ignored the fact that birds do not migrate east to west but rather 
north to south.  

Osterhaus’ Avian Flu alarm campaign really took off in 2003 when a Dutch veterinary doctor 
became ill and died. Osterhaus claimed the death was from H5N1. He convinced the Dutch 
government to order slaughter of millions of chickens. Yet no other infected persons died 
from the alleged H5N1. Osterhaus claimed that that was simply proof of the effectiveness of 
the preemptive slaughter campaign.9 

Osterhaus claimed that bird feces were the source, via air bombardment or droppings, onto 
populations and birds below. That was the vehicle for the spread of the deadly new Asian 
strain of H5N1 he insisted.  

There was only one problem with the now voluminous frozen samples of diverse bird 
excrement he and his associated had collected and frozen at his institute. There was not one 
single confirmed example of H5N1 virus found in any of his samples. At a May 2006 
Congress of the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), Osterhaus and his Erasmus 
colleagues were forced to admit that in testing 100,000 samples of their assiduously saved 
bird feces, they had discovered not one single case of H5N1 virus.10 

At a WHO conference in Verona in 2008 titled “Avian influenza at the Human-Animal 
Interface,” in a presentation to scientific colleagues undoubtedly less impressed by appeals to 
pandemic emotion than the non-scientific public, Osterhaus admitted that “A proper risk 
assessment of H5N1 as the cause of a new pandemic cannot be made with the currently 
available information.”11 By then, however, his sights were already firmly on other possible 
pandemic triggers to focus his vaccination activities. 

Swine Flu and WHO corruption 

When no mass wave of human deaths from Avian Flu materialized and after Roche, maker of 
Tamiflu and GlaxoSmithKline had banked billions of dollars in profits from worldwide 
government stockpiling of their dangerous and reportedly ineffective antiviral drugs, Tamiflu 
by Roche, and Relenza by GlaxoSmithKline, Osterhaus and other WHO advisers turned to 
other greener pastures. 

By April 2009 their search seemed rewarded as La Gloria, a small Mexican village in 
Veracruz, reported a case of a small child ill with what had been diagnosed as “Swine Flu” or 
H1N1. With indecent haste the propaganda apparatus of the World Health Organization in 
Geneva went into gear with statements from the director-general Dr Margaret Chan, about a 
possible danger of a global pandemic.  

Chan made such irresponsible statements as declaring “a public health emergency of 
international concern.”12 The further cases of outbreak at La Gloria were reported on one 
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website as, “a ‘strange’ outbreak of acute respiratory infection, which led to bronchial 
pneumonia in some pediatric cases. According to a local resident, symptoms included fever, 
severe cough, and large amounts of phlegm.”13 

Notably those were symptoms which would make sense in terms of the proximity of one of 
the world’s largest pig industrial feeding concentrations at La Gloria owned by Smithfield 
Farms of the USA. Residents had picketed the Smithfield Farms site in Mexico for months 
complaining of severe respiratory problems from the fecal waste lagoons. That possible cause 
of the diseases in La Gloria apparently did not interest Osterhaus and his colleagues advising 
the WHO. The long-awaited “pandemic” that Osterhaus had predicted ever since his 
involvement with SARS in the Guandgong Province of China in 2003, was now finally at 
hand. 

On June 11, 2009 Margaret Chan of WHO made the declaration of a Phase 6 “Pandemic 
Emergency” regarding the spread of H1N1 Influenza. Curiously in announcing it, she noted , 
“On present evidence, the overwhelming majority of patients experience mild symptoms and 
make a rapid and full recovery, often in the absence of any form of medical treatment.” She 
then added, ”Worldwide, the number of deaths is small…we do not expect to see a sudden 
and dramatic jump in the number of severe or fatal infections.” 

It later was learned that Chan acted on the advice of the scientific advisory group of WHO, or 
SAGE, the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts . One of the members of SAGE at the time 
and today was Dr. Albert Osterhaus.  

Not only was Osterhaus in a key position to advocate the panic-inducing WHO “Pandemic 
emergency” declaration. He was also chairman of the leading private European Scientific 
Working group on Influenza (ESWI), which describes itself as a “multidisciplinary group of 
key opinion leaders in influenza [that] aims to combat the impact of epidemic and pandemic 
influenza.” Osterhaus’ ESWI is the vital link as they themselves describe it, “between the 
World Health Organization (WHO) in Geneva, the Robert Koch Institute in Berlin and the 
University of Connecticut, USA.”  

What is significant about the ESWI is that its work is entirely financed by the same big 
pharma companies that make billions on the pandemic emergency as governments around the 
world are compelled to buy and stockpile vaccines on declaration of a WHO Pandemic. The 
funders of ESWI include H1N1 vaccine maker Novartis, Tamiflu distributor, Hofmann-La 
Roche, Baxter Vaccines, MedImmune, GlaxoSmithKline, Sanofi Pasteur and others.  

The world-leading virologist, official adviser on H1N1 to the governments of the UK and 
Holland, Dr Albert Osterhaus, head of the Department of Virology at the Erasmus Medical 
College of Rotterdam, also sat on the WHO’s elite SAGE and served as chairman at the same 
time of the pharma industry-sponsored ESWI, which in turn urged dramatic steps to vaccinate 
the world against the grave danger of a new Pandemic they insisted could rival the feared 
1918 Spanish Flu pandemic.   

The Wall Street bank, JP Morgan, estimated that in large part as a result of the WHO 
pandemic decision, the giant pharma firms that also finance Osterhaus’ ESWI work, stand to 
reap some €7.5 to €10 billion in profits.14 

A fellow member of WHO’s SAGE is Dr Frederick Hayden, of Britain’s Wellcome Trust and 
reportedly a close friend of Osterhaus. Hayden also receives money for “advisory” services 
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from Roche and GlaxoSmithKline among other pharma giants involved in producing products 
related to the H1N1 panic.  

Chairman of WHO’s SAGE is another British scientist, Prof. David Salisbury of the UK 
Department of Health. He also heads the WHO H1N1 Advisory Group. Salisbury is a robust 
defender of the pharma industry. He has been accused by UK health citizen health group One 
Click of covering up the proven links between vaccines and an explosive rise in infant autism 
as well as links between the vaccine Gardasil and palsy and even death.15 

Then on September 28, 2009 the same Salisbury stated, “There is a very clear view in the 
scientific community that there is no risk from the inclusion of Thiomersal.” The vaccine 
being used for H1N1 in Britain is primarily produced by GlaxoSmithKlilne. It contains the 
mercury preservative Thiomersol. Because of growing evidence that Thiomersol in vaccines 
might be related to autism in children in the United States, in 1999 the American Academy of 
Pediatrics and the   US Public Health Service called for it to be removed from vaccines.16 

Yet another SAGE member at WHO with intimate financial ties to the vaccine makers that 
benefit from SAGE’s recommendations to WHO is Dr. Arnold Monto, a paid consultant to 
vaccine maker MedImmune, Glaxo and ViroPharma. 

Even more, the meetings of the “independent” scientists of SAGE are attended by “observers” 
who include, the vaccine producers GlaxoSmithKline, Novartis, Baxter and company. One 
might ask if the SAGE are supposed to be the world’s leading experts on flu and vaccines, 
why they would ask the vaccine makers to sit in.  

Privatizing WHO? 

In the past decade the WHO, in order to boost funds at its disposal, entered into what it calls 
“public private partnerships.” Instead of receiving its funds solely from member United 
Nations governments as its original purpose had been, WHO today receives almost double its 
normal UN budget in the form of grants and financial support from private industry. The 
industry? The very drug and vaccine makers who benefit from decisions like the June 2009 
H1N1 Pandemic emergency declaration. As the main financiers of the WHO bureaucracy, 
naturally the Pharma Mafia and their friends receive what has been called “open door red 
carpet treatment” in Geneva.17 

In an interview with Der Spiegel magazine in Germany, epidemiologist Dr. Tom Jefferson of 
the Cochrane Collaboration, an organization of independent scientists evaluating all flu 
related studies, noted the implications of the privatization of WHO and the commercialization 
of health: 

 one of the extraordinary features of this influenza -- and the whole influenza saga -- is that there are some 

people who make predictions year after year, and they get worse and worse. None of them so far have come 

about, and these people are still there making these predictions. For example, what happened with the bird flu, 

which was supposed to kill us all? Nothing. But that doesn't stop these people from always making their 

predictions. Sometimes you get the feeling that there is a whole industry almost waiting for a pandemic to 

occur. 

SPIEGEL: Who do you mean? The World Health Organization (WHO)? 

Jefferson: The WHO and public health officials, virologists and the pharmaceutical companies. They've built this 

machine around the impending pandemic. And there's a lot of money involved, and influence, and careers, and 
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entire institutions! And all it took was one of these influenza viruses to mutate to start the machine 

grinding...18 

 

WHO Changes Pandemic Definition 

When asked if the WHO had deliberately declared the Pandemic Emergency in order to 

create a huge market for H1N1 vaccines and drugs, Jefferson replied,  

Don't you think there's something noteworthy about the fact that the WHO has changed its definition of 

pandemic? The old definition was a new virus, which went around quickly, for which you didn't have immunity, 

and which created a high morbidity and mortality rate. Now the last two have been dropped, and that's how 

swine flu has been categorized as a pandemic.”19 

Conveniently enough, the WHO published the new Pandemic definition in April 2009 just in 
time to allow WHO, on advice of SAGE and others like Albert “Dr Flu” Osterhaus and David 
Salisbury, to declare the mild cases of flu dubbed H1N1 Influenza A to be declared Pandemic 
Emergency.20 

In a relevant footnote, the Washington Post on December 8 in an article on the severity, or 
lack of same, of the world H1N1 pandemic, reported that, “with the second wave of H1N1 
infections having crested in the United States, leading epidemiologists are predicting that the 
pandemic could end up ranking as the mildest since modern medicine began documenting 
influenza outbreaks.”21  

Russian Parliamentarian and chairman of the Duma Health Committee, Igor Barinow has 
called on the Russian Representative to WHO in Geneva to order an official investigation into 
the growing evidence of massive corruption of the WHO by the pharmaceutical industry. 
“There are grave accusations of corruption within the WHO,” said Barinow. “An international 
commission of inquiry is urgently required.”22 
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